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We Are Alive Here for You

by Melinda Abeles

| STOOD SAFEand sound on Buckingham Mountain facing west on the second night of the Detwiler Fire
in Mariposa County last August, 2017. | was watching as flames that were miles away were burning full speed
across the land towards my home and towards Meherana, like charging horses on Fire. It was all in Baba's




hands and there was no choice but to
surrender to His Will. Period. What to do
but watch and be in awe. What to do but
be willing myself to come Home to
Nothing—to let go into Him. The feeling
was like laying my head down on Baba's
tomb for the first time and disappearing
—while instantly knowing that every soul
of everything everywhere was right
behind me.
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I liked it. | liked it a lot. It felt like such
a blessing to be relieved of householder
duty, so to speak, and all the worldly
games that must be played to maintain
the physical form of a personal life. | felt,
YES! Baba, | am willing to be evacuated
and stripped of the Old Life to be born
into the Fiery Free one, where the
charging horses are sparks of His Love
burning everything in sight, leaving ashes
and the Only Reality behind.

The Fire indeed roared through my
land, but left my house completely intact,
thanks to the firefighters of the Mount
Bullion Volunteer Fire Department who
were on the ground and saved it.
Meherana, on the other hand, was
another story, detailed later in this
newsletter.

Baba saved my home. | was almost
disappointed. | had so wanted to hang on
to that freedom felt during my evacuation
from the burdens of the world, and to
become “a wandering Love Dog in my
VW camper with hardly a name”* For
me it was like the story of Abraham,
where he became willing, because of his
love for God, to sacrifice his beloved son
for Him. It was Abraham's willingness
that was the key. | had been willing, and
received Baba's Grace.

As the months go by after the
Detwiler Fire, one can see new green
growth at the bases of bushes and the
tops of trees. After two splashes of
autumn rains there is the faintest hint of
fresh grasses on the ground, bringing life
and nutrients back to the land for the
next generations of forms. | am re-
minded today of the Everlasting Light that
can never be extinguished as we head
towards the winter solstice, the shortest
day of the year, which gives rise to a new
beginning.

What WILL generate from this burned
-out landscape? Maybe it all burns so
that we can recalibrate and remember
the essentials of the words, and live
them. Maybe it all burns in worldly fire so
that we can remember to be sparks
ourselves.

“Will you allow Meher Baba
to burn you out ff necessary?”

0 AGNES BARON

* Rumi, translated by Coleman Barks with
John Moyne, The Essential Rumi, Castle
Books, 1995, “Love Dogs,” p. 155

OH BABA, oh evev(asting Ligﬁt as Fiery Love

You come as the sun out gf control

Drawing Lyfe out from all corners gf Everywﬁere.

Even shadows move away eventua[[y.

Oh Meher, Master g( ity(inite S]Jim[ing Cﬁange

Of Fiery ends and ]Jﬁoenixes rising in forms

Of little green tﬁings that make our breath.

We are 6reatﬁing, Baba.
We are alive here for You.

— MELINDA ABELES



In the Flery Free Life, all the frailties of the ego-Life are completely consumed; and there is complete
emancipation from all wants, desires and temptations. And the result of this Flery Free Life will
make the world understand, that meher Baba and everyone Ls one with God.' — MEHER BABA

Meher Baba wrote that “the light

of love is not free from its fire of
sacrifices”? and the past year brought
this quote to life in a most literal sense.

www.mehermount.org.

Meherana fell squarely in the path of Mariposa’s Detwiler

Fire emails:

July 22nd, 2017
from Becky and Jacko Caraco
Avatar Meher Baba Ki Jail!

Jacko and | happened to see that Hwy
140 was opening this evening (July 21,
2017) | think it must have been 8 p.m.
already, so we decided fo see if we could
get a visual for you all!

Driving out Hwy 140 from Mariposa
was freaky! Unbelievable how much
damage the fire caused! We arrived at
Meherana and saw that EVERYTHING
was black from being burned. Honestly, |
had no idea what we would find! But the
Caretaker’s House, Baba's Cabin, the

Year¢Flre

In 2017 fires raged throughout the Western U.S. resulting
in a staggering loss of lives and homes. The destruction in
populated areas such as Santa Rosa was especially heartbreak-
ing. Well over a million acres burned in California, including
Meher Mount in Ojai and Meherana in Mariposa. At Meher
Mount, Baba's landmark tree was damaged. To read more
about Baba's Tree and its recovery and protection plan, go to

fire last summer, destroying acres of
trees along with key structures. By His
grace, Baba's Cabin, the Meadow
Cottage and the Caretakers House

were saved, but the experience engraved upon us all the
meaning of surrender to His Will.

Now, many months later, we can view the fire as a
cleansing preparation for new growth. We notice greenery
sprouting throughout the property, birdsong in the air and a
growing membership committed to Meherana'’s future. His
hand is everywhere and although much was lost, the fire has

cleared a new path of love forward.

Meadow Cottage, the children's pandal,
the tent cabin by the children's pandal
and the tent cabin by the Meadow
Cottage are all untouched!!!!

Amazingly the Caretaker’s House was
perfect! And when we got out of the car,
the brave caretaker kitty "Ram" ran to us
meowing—so thankful to be rescued!
He's home with us tonight, but will see
Marianne tomorrow!!

Next, we saw that the old Sahavas
kitchen (now known as K-storage), the
K-shed, the stage, and the bookstore are
completely burned to the ground! But, on
the bright side, the volleyball net is still
intact!!!

The fire burned right to the cement
veranda of Baba's Cabin! A firefighter was
stationed there to protect it, just as others
were at the other buildings that were saved!

And in the eerie smoky silence we
drove up to the Meadow Cottage to see
its fate, and discovered two fire engines
and these firefighters hanging out on the
deck of the Meadow Cottage! | must have
thanked them a thousand times! And they
said "Well, it was a team effort."

The fire raged through the area and

Here are a few first-hand accounts of those harrowing days:

definitely would not have left anything
standing if it weren't for the amazing
firefighters who stood at each building
defending them!

The ground is black EVERYWHERE
and many bushes and trees were
incinerated! What a joyous discovery that
most of our treasured buildings survived,



https://www.mehermount.org/

but in the daylight tomorrow, the
devastation will be all too clear to see.

What a week it's been, and if's still not
over! The fire continues to threaten homes
and wild lands!! Baba willing, this will be
over soon!

Sending love and Jai Babal!

Becky and Jacko

July 24, 2017 9:47 a.m.

from Therese Williams

Subject: Firefighters Express that Baba's
Cabin Is Favorite Structure

Jai Baba everyonel!

Yesterday when | was ot Meherana, |
was thanking the fire fighters so many
times for continuing to protect Meherana.

One fire fighter, David, from the Tahoe
station who is in the photo standing in
front of Meher Baba's Cabin, said to me
that he knew the cabin was special, and
that it was his favorite structure on the
property and of all the structures he has

Love [s an Ocean of Fire that
Yow have to cross tomeet the
Beloved. So Love, more Love,
more and more Love. 3

— MEHER BABA

seen in Mariposa while fighting the fire.

| asked him why, and he said all the
fire fighters peeked in the window and
they could feel a special energy; and not
only that—he thought the stained glass
was beautiful.

He said they also looked Meherana
up on the website, so they knew a little
more. David said he is going to mention
Meherana to his mother. | asked him to
have her contact us for more information
if she needed.

| spoke about the Sahavas we have,
plus | spoke about Meher Baba. He was
aftentive and asking questions. How
blessed is David and all the fire fighters
who worked at Meherana for Meher Babal!

In HIS love,

Therese

Jul 24, 2017 9:56 p.m.
from Marianne Ashelman
Hi everyone,
Thanks to Greg Ennis for seeing to the
Meadow Cottage internet and for the
great “Action List for Recovery.” Hats off
to you Therese, Paul, Mike, Kebi, Ralph,
Chris, Christi, Becky and all others who
have worked so diligently to do what
needs to be done.

| left Meherana about 4:30 a.m.
Tuesday morning with smoke inhalation

problems with Sita only, as Ram could
not be found. | walked Sita in the town
park until Pony Espresso opened at six. At
sevenish, | texted Peni Choi and asked if |
could spend the day at her house. Little
did | know I'd be there until Saturday! |
moved over to Melinda's then, where |
am until the house has power.

| wish to give my most heartfelt thanks
to the Choi family, and to Melinda, for
giving me much comfort and love in the
form of smiles, hugs, nice beds, lovely
food cooked with love, and room for Sita
to be happy.

Many thanks also for the offers of
space in your homes from so many. |
love you all and feel so cared for. It has
been quite an experience to be an
evacuee! Melinda has been one as well
up till Friday (or was it Saturday?22) Time
and dates have become like marsh-
mallows, all so expanded and mushy!




Having Sita's loving and constant presence has been really
reassuring in the constant changes.

It's been rather overwhelming to be in the midst of all this
organized disaster relief, and to see/feel the power of love in
our community at large and in our own Baba community. | feel
we are all learning so much about trust, action, service, and
commitment to doing our best. Baba's powerful presence can
be felt at Meherana and, | feel, in all the emergency personnel
that I've met and those that have been on the property.

Its amazing to walk around Meherana and see the
buildings that are standing compared to those that are not.
There is actually a sheet of metal roofing hanging in a tree
half way from the propane tank explosion at K-storage and
Baba's Cabin!

Onward and upward! We're holding fast to His daaman
and getting on with the job at hand!

In His perfect love,

Marianne

1. Meher Baba, Meher Baba on the Fiery Free Life and Seven Other
Messages, p.4, AMBPPCT, 2013

2. Compiled by Filis Frederick, The Path of Love, p. 67, reissued 2010,
Sheriar Press

3. Kitty Davy, Love Alone Prevails, p. 154, Sheriar Press, 1981

4. Bal Natu, Glimpses of the God-Man, Vol. 3, p. 181, Sheriar Press, 1982

Ymessage totheworld, which has been.a

message throughout eternity, is Love. This
Love has two aspects, and bothaspects areveal. Any
other attachment, whichwe, through ignorance,
call love, s nothing but the illuston of Maya.
Love for God, personal or Impersonal with intense
L/na/‘or oneness with the Beloved s one aspect
of real Love. Sucha lover forgets everything, for-
sakes everyone and annihilates himself in the
fire of divine Love. m the second aspect, he loves
humantty at large as being part and parcel. of
God. Here, the Loverforgets his own interest, for-
sakes his own happiness and tries tomake others
happy or uplifted. 1f this love reaches its height,
he also, like the Divine Lover, forgats himself
completely and, is lost in Love, and Love alone.

My FL/@W Life s based on this Love by which the
Lover (s lost in the Beloved after b@iﬂg consumed,

/ v 4
inthe fire of Love.  MEHER BABA

Ja the Members and Fiiends of Meherana

As President of Meherana and chair of the Volunteer Committee, it is with much Baba cheer and delight that | report to
you that following the fires, our two volunteer work weekends were extremely well attended.

In addition to the Mariposa locals, we had folks come
from up north, down south, and from the west, ready and
willing to roll up their sleeves. It was dirty and hard work
removing and burning trees, and developing new paths to
the Meadow Cottage, but we all joined together in Baba's
love to work with smiles and laughter.

We thank our beloved Meher Baba
for His ongoing support for our efforts
to maintain Meherana in love and
service o Him. | am excited for the
future of Meherana and for the
many involved who work tirelessly
for this centfer dedicated to Him.

Jai Meher Baba!l!!

Therese Williams





































